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of carbon’’ on producers in the United 
States; 
(2) rejoined the Paris Climate Agreement, 

a landmark international fossil-fuel suppres-
sion mandate; and 

(3) through Executive Order 13992 (86 Fed. 
Reg. 7049; relating to federal regulation), re-
pealed several executive orders issued by 
President Donald J. Trump that reduced 
Federal regulation and increased regulatory 
transparency, in order to facilitate ‘‘robust 
regulatory action’’ to address climate 
change; 

Whereas, during President Biden’s second 
week in office, President Biden issued Execu-
tive Order 14008 (86 Fed. Reg. 7619; relating to 
climate change), which stopped new oil and 
natural gas leases on public lands and off-
shore waters, where approximately a quarter 
of United States oil-and-gas production oc-
curs; 

Whereas, in the first week of May 2021, 
President Biden issued Executive Order 14027 
(86 Fed. Reg. 25947; relating to establishment 
of the Climate Change Support Office), which 
established the Climate Change Support Of-
fice to support efforts by the Biden Adminis-
tration ‘‘to elevate and underscore the com-
mitment the Administration will make to-
wards addressing the global climate crisis’’; 

Whereas, by mid-May 2021, the average 
price of gas had climbed to $3.02 per gallon, 
at which point President Biden signed Exec-
utive Order 14030 (86 Fed. Reg. 27967; relating 
to climate-related financial risk), which di-
rected financial regulators to take actions to 
discourage financing of United States oil- 
and-gas production in order to ‘‘mitigate cli-
mate-related financial risk’’; 

Whereas, by early September 2021, the av-
erage price of gas rose to $3.17 per gallon 
after President Biden signed Executive Order 
14037 (86 Fed. Reg. 43583; relating to clean 
cars and trucks), which requires at least 50 
percent of new sales of passenger cars and 
light-duty trucks in the United States to be 
zero-emission vehicles by 2030; 

Whereas, by early January 2022— 
(1) the Environmental Protection Agency 

had proposed a denial of all pending exemp-
tions to small refineries for compliance 
years 2019 through 2021 and the reversal of 
the decision to grant exemptions for the 2018 
compliance year, meaning that small refin-
eries, which are normally exempt from an-
nual renewable fuel standard (RFS) obliga-
tions, will owe 5 years’ worth of RFS compli-
ance costs in a single calendar year; 

(2) President Biden signed Executive Order 
14057 (86 Fed. Reg. 70935; relating to clean en-
ergy industries and jobs), which called for 
the Federal Government to achieve a carbon- 
free electricity sector by 2035 and net-zero 
emissions economy-wide by 2050; and 

(3) the average price of gas was $3.28 per 
gallon; and 

Whereas, 2 days before the Russian Federa-
tion invaded Ukraine and nearly a week be-
fore President Biden banned oil and energy 
imports from the Russian Federation, the 
average price of gas was $3.61 per gallon: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., has im-
plemented policies impeding domestic en-
ergy production and gas prices have steadily 
increased throughout his presidency. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 5001. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for Mr. 
SCHATZ (for himself and Mrs. FISCHER)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 120, to 
prevent and respond to the misuse of com-
munications services that facilitates domes-
tic violence and other crimes. 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 5001. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for 
Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mrs. 
FISCHER)) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 120, to prevent and respond 
to the misuse of communications serv-
ices that facilitates domestic violence 
and other crimes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Safe Connec-
tions Act of 2022’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Act, 
terms used in this Act that are defined in 
section 345(a) of the Communications Act of 
1934, as added by section 4 of this Act, have 
the meanings given those terms in such sec-
tion 345(a). 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Domestic violence, dating violence, 

stalking, sexual assault, human trafficking, 
and related crimes are life-threatening 
issues and have lasting and harmful effects 
on individuals, families, and entire commu-
nities. 

(2) Survivors often lack meaningful sup-
port and options when establishing independ-
ence from an abuser, including barriers such 
as financial insecurity and limited access to 
reliable communications tools to maintain 
essential connections with family, social 
safety networks, employers, and support 
services. 

(3) Perpetrators of violence and abuse de-
scribed in paragraph (1) increasingly use 
technological and communications tools to 
exercise control over, monitor, and abuse 
their victims. 

(4) Communications law can play a public 
interest role in the promotion of safety, life, 
and property with respect to the types of vi-
olence and abuse described in paragraph (1). 
For example, independent access to a wire-
less phone plan can assist survivors in estab-
lishing security and autonomy. 

(5) Safeguards within communications 
services can serve a role in preventing abuse 
and narrowing the digital divide experienced 
by survivors of abuse. 
SEC. 4. PROTECTION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

SURVIVORS WITHIN COMMUNICA-
TIONS SERVICES. 

Part I of title III of the Communications 
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 301 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 345. PROTECTION OF SURVIVORS OF DO-

MESTIC VIOLENCE, HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING, AND RELATED CRIMES. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ABUSER.—The term ‘abuser’ means an 

individual who has committed or allegedly 
committed a covered act against— 

‘‘(A) an individual who seeks relief under 
subsection (b); or 

‘‘(B) an individual in the care of an indi-
vidual who seeks relief under subsection (b). 

‘‘(2) COVERED ACT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘covered act’ 

means conduct that constitutes— 
‘‘(i) a crime described in section 40002(a) of 

the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (34 
U.S.C. 12291(a)), including domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, and 
sex trafficking; 

‘‘(ii) an act or practice described in para-
graph (11) or (12) of section 103 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7102) (relating to severe forms of traf-
ficking in persons and sex trafficking, re-
spectively); or 

‘‘(iii) an act under State law, Tribal law, or 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice that is 

similar to an offense described in clause (i) 
or (ii). 

‘‘(B) CONVICTION NOT REQUIRED.—Nothing in 
subparagraph (A) shall be construed to re-
quire a criminal conviction or any other de-
termination of a court in order for conduct 
to constitute a covered act. 

‘‘(3) COVERED PROVIDER.—The term ‘cov-
ered provider’ means a provider of a private 
mobile service or commercial mobile service, 
as those terms are defined in section 332(d). 

‘‘(4) PRIMARY ACCOUNT HOLDER.—The term 
‘primary account holder’ means an indi-
vidual who is a party to a mobile service 
contract with a covered provider. 

‘‘(5) SHARED MOBILE SERVICE CONTRACT.— 
The term ‘shared mobile service contract’— 

‘‘(A) means a mobile service contract for 
an account that includes not less than 2 con-
sumers; and 

‘‘(B) does not include enterprise services 
offered by a covered provider. 

‘‘(6) SURVIVOR.—The term ‘survivor’ means 
an individual who is not less than 18 years 
old and— 

‘‘(A) against whom a covered act has been 
committed or allegedly committed; or 

‘‘(B) who cares for another individual 
against whom a covered act has been com-
mitted or allegedly committed (provided 
that the individual providing care did not 
commit or allegedly commit the covered 
act). 

‘‘(b) SEPARATION OF LINES FROM SHARED 
MOBILE SERVICE CONTRACT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 business 
days after receiving a completed line separa-
tion request from a survivor pursuant to sub-
section (c), a covered provider shall, as appli-
cable, with respect to a shared mobile serv-
ice contract under which the survivor and 
the abuser each use a line — 

‘‘(A) separate the line of the survivor, and 
the line of any individual in the care of the 
survivor, from the shared mobile service con-
tract; or 

‘‘(B) separate the line of the abuser from 
the shared mobile service contract. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS ON PENALTIES, FEES, AND 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—Except as provided in 
paragraphs (5) through (8), a covered pro-
vider may not make separation of a line 
from a shared mobile service contract under 
paragraph (1) contingent on any requirement 
other than the requirements under sub-
section (c), including— 

‘‘(A) payment of a fee, penalty, or other 
charge; 

‘‘(B) maintaining contractual or billing re-
sponsibility of a separated line with the pro-
vider; 

‘‘(C) approval of separation by the primary 
account holder, if the primary account hold-
er is not the survivor; 

‘‘(D) a prohibition or limitation, including 
one described in subparagraph (A), on num-
ber portability, provided such portability is 
technically feasible, or a request to change 
phone numbers; 

‘‘(E) a prohibition or limitation on the sep-
aration of lines as a result of arrears accrued 
by the account; 

‘‘(F) an increase in the rate charged for the 
mobile service plan of the primary account 
holder with respect to service on any re-
maining line or lines; or 

‘‘(G) any other limitation or requirement 
not listed under subsection (c). 

‘‘(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
paragraph (2) shall be construed to require a 
covered provider to provide a rate plan for 
the primary account holder that is not oth-
erwise commercially available. 

‘‘(4) REMOTE OPTION.—A covered provider 
shall offer a survivor the ability to submit a 
line separation request under subsection (c) 
through secure remote means that are easily 
navigable, provided that remote options are 
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